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© Cellular telephone with transmitter power level control. 



© A portable cellular radio telephone (1) comprises a transceiver including a voltage controlled variable gain 
amplifier (11) operable at one of a plurality of predetermined output power levels selected automatically under 
the control of a microprocessor (4) in response to a signal from a base station indicative of a requirement for a 
change in level of the output power. A battery save mode can be manually selected which causes the output 
power at the maximum power level to be reduced to a value below the nominal value of the maximum power 
level imposed by the system specification. Power consumption is thus reduced when the transceiver is 
transmitting at maximum power, and battery life is therefore extended. The battery save mode may be selected 
from a menu which can be viewed on a display (5). The respective menu function can be accessed and 
enabled/disabled by using the keys (6a, 6b) on the telephone keypad (6). The selection and de-selection of the 
battery save mode may be accompanied by a legend such as "BATTERY SAVE ON" and "BATTERY SAVE 
OFF" on the visual display. 
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This invention relates to a cellular radio telephone, particularly but not exclusively a hand-held portable 
cellular telephone. 

By way of background explanation, the cellular radio telephone system divides a geographical area into 
a plurality of adjoining cells each including a stationary transmitting and receiving base station connected to 

5 the conventional fixed-wire telephone network. Each cell is designed to allow a cellular telephone within the 
cell to access the fixed-wire, network, and vice versa. Hence, the particular cell which receives the 
transmitting and/or receiving signal of a cellular telephone is the cell which is made operative for 
transmitting and/or receiving the call. So, for example, when a cellular telephone user attempts to make a 
call, the cell whose base station receives the strongest signal will be the one which effects the connection 

io for that call. If the cellular telephone then moves beyond the effective range of the cell originally handling 
the call, another cell which receives the signal more strongly will become operative by an automatic transfer 
or 'hand-over' system. Hand-over may occur many times during a call depending on the distance traveled 
by the telephone and the number of effective cells through which the telephone passes. 

Within each cell the respective base station monitors the strength of the signals received from the 

75 various terminals communicating therewith and may from time to time issue a request over the air for an 
individual terminal to increase or decrease its transmitting power, for example as the distance between the 
terminal and the base station varies. The terminal responds by adjusting the gain of the transmitter 
amplifying means under microprocessor control. Generally the amplifying means is operable at one of a 
plurality of predetermined output power levels which are selected automatically in response to the request 

20 from the base station for a change in the level of the output power. The power levels are defined in the 
system specification. For each power level a nominal value is specified together with a permitted tolerance 
range. 

Cellular radio telephones fall into two main categories, namely mobiles and hand portables, although 
there is also an intermediate category known as transportables. As the name implies, a hand portable 

25 telephone is relatively lightweight and small in size and operates from an internal, rechargeable battery pack 
so that it may readily be carried around by the user. A mobile telephone, on the other hand, is permanently 
installed in a vehicle and operates from the vehicle's own (higher voltage) power supply. A mobile has the 
advantage over a hand portable that it can transmit at a higher power level, but a hand portable has the 
advantage that the user does not need to be in or near a vehicle to use the telephone, since it can be used 

30 anywhere within range of a base station. Unlike a mobile telephone, however, a hand portable does have 
the drawback of having a limited stand-by and call time before the internal battery pack needs to be 
recharged. 

European Patent Application No. 0,248,033 ( = PCT publication No. WO 87/02843) and corresponding 
US Patent No. 4,636,741 disclose a portable radio transceiver operable at a first set of power levels. The 

35 portable transceiver may be inserted into a vehicular adaptor for operation from the vehicle battery. When 
the portable transceiver is connected to the vehicle's (higher) voltage supply it becomes operable at - a 
second set of power levels which include at least one level which is higher than any of the power levels in 
the first set of power levels. The portable transceiver is thus capable of higher power operation when 
connected to the vehicle's (higher) voltage supply. 

40 In the context of portable cellular telephones the term "stand-by time" means the life of the internal 
battery pack in "stand-by mode", i.e. when the telephone is not being used either for making or receiving a 
call, and "talk time" is the battery life in "call mode", i.e. when the telephone is being used for making 
and/or receiving a call. In current portable cellular telephones the talk time is typically in the range of 1-2 
hours and the stand-by time is in the range of 6-18 hours. In recent years advances have been made in 

45 extending the battery life. However there is still a need to find new ways of extending the operational 
endurance of the battery still further. 

By way of example British patent application GB-A-2,230,405 discloses an electrical power supply for a 
hand portable cellular telephone having receiver and transmitter stages operable at different voltage levels. 
The power supply is in the form of a battery pack comprising a stack of series connected rechargeable 

so cells. In call mode both the receiver and transmitter are powered by the full cell stack developing maximum 
voltage. In stand-by mode the transmitter is disabled and the receiver is powered by half the cells providing 
only half the full voltage. Switching means are actuated to connect alternately the first half of the cell stack 
and then the second half of the cell stack on a periodic basis. Power consumption is thus reduced, e.g. by 
10-15 mA in stand-by mode thus increasing battery life. 

55 According to a first aspect of the present invention there is provided a cellular radio telephone 

comprising a transceiver including amplifying means operable at one of a plurality of predetermined output 
power levels selected automatically in response to a signal indicative of a requirement for a change in level 
of the output power, and a voltage source providing a supply voltage to the amplifying means, characterized 



2 



BNSDOCID: <EP 0525962A2_L> 




by means enabling the user to select the output power of the amplifying means from two different values for 
at least one of the power levels while maintaining the same voltage source for the amplifying means. 

A radio telephone in accordance with the invention has the advantage that for one or more power levels, 
especially the highest power level, the user can manually select the output power from two different values. 
5 without changing the voltage supply applied to the amplifying means. Specifically, the higher value may 
correspond substantially with the nominal value (defined in the system specification) for the power level in 
question, while the lower value is chosen to fall within the margin of tolerance (permitted by the system 
specification) for that power level. Thus, as far as the system is concerned, the two selectable output power 
values are essentially indistinguishable and are regarded as the same power level. However, particularly at 
to the higher power levels, the tolerances are relatively wide so that there can be an appreciable difference 
between the two selectable output power values. Consequently, transmission at the lower output power 
value can represent a significant power saving compared with the nominal power level. 

In essence a cellular telephone in accordance with the invention has the capability of transmitting not 
only at the standard nominal power levels defined in the system specification, but also at one or more 
75 subsidiary levels. The user has the option of selecting whether the transmitter will operate at the higher 
standard power level(s) or the lower subsidiary power level(s). Transmission at the lower power level(s) can 
be regarded as a battery save mode since overall power consumption is reduced and consequently battery 
life is extended. The user may choose to suspend the battery save mode, for example in areas of poor 
reception. 

20 In a particular embodiment the telephone may include means for monitoring a parameter associated 

with a signal received from a base station. The control signal generating means may be adapted to s-jspend 
the battery save mode automatically when the monitored parameter of the received signal falls below a 
threshold value. In this way the output power is automatically restored to the higher value when the received 
signal quality deteriorates even though the user has selected the battery save mode. The quality of the 

25 signal received at the terminal (telephone) is assumed to correspond with the quality of the signal received 
by the base station. If the quality of the signal received by terminal deteriorates it is likely that the quality of 
the signal received by the base station has similarly deteriorated and below a threshold value it is therefore 
preferable for the maximum output power level of the terminal to be restored. 

In a preferred embodiment the output power selecting means comprise means, such as one of the keys 

30 present externally on the telephone, for selecting one of a set of pre-set operating instructions stored in 
memory and indicated, e.g. in menu format, on visual display means. In this manner the user can readily 
select and de-select the battery save feature using the telephone keys which are ordinarily associated with 
other functions. The selection and de-selection of this feature may be accompanied by an appropriate 
message such as "BATTERY SAVE ON" and "BATTERY SAVE OFF" on the visual display. 

35 An embodiment of the invention will now be described, by way of example, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which:- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portable cellular telephone in accordance with the invention, 

Figure 2 is a schematic diagram of the keypad, microprocessor, and major functional elements of the 

telephone in Figure 1 , and 

40 Figure 3 is a schematic diagram of the transmitter power amplifier stage of the telephone in Figure 1 . 

The portable radio telephone shown in Figure 1 is a cellular telephone 1 powered by a removable 
rechargeable battery pack 2. The telephone 1 includes a transceiver and all the other features convention- 
ally found in a cellular telephone, as shown schematically in Figure 2. A microprocessor 4 is employed to 
control all the basic functions of the telephone and to control the keypad and display functions. Alter- 

45 natively, however, the telephone functions may be controlled by a master microcomputer, while the keypad 
and display functions are under the control of a separate slave microcomputer coupled to communicate with 
the master microcomputer. 

The user-interface of telephone 1 comprises a display, e.g. a liquid crystal display 5, itself well-known in 
the art and a keypad 6 on the front of the telephone 1 . The display is coupled to and regulated by the 

so microprocessor 4 in the usual manner. The keypad 6 essentially comprises two main sets of keys, namely 
alpha-numeric keys 6a associated with alpha-numeric data especially for dialing telephone numbers, but 
also (optionally) for entering alphanumeric data into the telephone memories, e.g. a subscriber number 
index; and a set of function keys 6b for enabling various predetermined functions or operations. 

The keys 6a are arranged in four rows of three keys each. As is conventional for the numeric key layout 

55 of a telephone, the top row comprises keys for numbers t , 2 and 3 respectively, the second row down for 
numbers 4, 5 and 6 respectively, the next row down for numbers 7, 8 and 9 respectively, and the bottom 
row for 0 and # respectively. Some or all of these keys may also be associated with alphabet information, 
as again is quite conventional. The alphabetic rather than numeric data is selected for example by 
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preceding the alphanumeric keystroke with another predetermined keystroke or set of keystrokes, specifi- 
cally using the function keys. 

As is usual in cellular telephones, the keys 6b include a "SEND" and "END" key for respectively 
initiating and terminating a telephone call. Another key, specifically located in the top left-hand corner is an 

5 "ON/OFF" key for turning the telephone on and off. Another of the function keys may be a menu or function 
key labeled, for example, "MENU" or "FUNCTION" or with a suitable abbreviation thereof. Depression of 
this key enables a variety of pre-set menus, the related instructions of which are stored in memory, to be 
viewed on display 5 and selectively enabled. The various menus are selected by depressing the appropriate 
alphanumeric keys after depressing the "MENU" or "FUNCTION" key. The relevant menu is shown to the 

10 user in words or abbreviations on the display panel 5. For example, the user may be able to select the 
ringing tone by appropriate menu selection. More sophisticated options may also be available via the menu 
facility. For example, the user may be able to enable the so-called Discontinuous Transmission mode which 
employs a voice activated switch which helps to reduce battery drain by transmitting only when speech is 
input to the microphone. 

75 In accordance with the present invention a special menu facility is provided to permit manual selection 

of a battery save mode. Any predetermined sequence of keystrokes may be employed to select the 
respective menu which may display a legend such as "BATTERY SAVE ON" and "BATTERY SAVE OFF" 
on the display panel 5. In a particular embodiment the following sequence of keystrokes were used to call 
up the battery save mode menu. Firstly the MENU key is depressed three times in succession in order to 

20 enter the third layer of menu functions, other menu functions being accessible via other menu layers. These 
other menus may be accessed by pressing the MENU key once for the first layer of menu functions, and 
twice for the second layer of menu functions. Next the user keys in a four digit personal identification 
number (PIN) followed by the digit "0". A message (e.g. BATTERY SAVE ON or BATTERY SAVE OFF) will 
now be shown on the display 5 indicating whether or not the battery save mode is currently enabled. The 

25 alternative battery mode may be enabled simply by depressing another predetermined key of the 
alphanumeric key set 6a, specifically, for example the MENU key. The battery save mode can be toggled 
off and on by repeatedly depressing the MENU key. Suitably the menu mode may be exited by pressing 
the "END" key of function key set 6b. 

The transmitter power control itself will now be described with reference to Figure .3 which shows the 

30 transmitter power amplifier stage of the portable cellular telephone in Figures 1 and 2. The transmitter 
power amplifier stage comprises a power module 10 including a voltage controlled variable gain amplifier 

11. The power module used by the Applicant was a Motorola SHWE1084 available from Motorola Inc, 
Schaumburg, Illinois, USA. The power output of module 10 is determined by the control voltage V c applied 
to the amplifier 1 1 . The output of the power module may be maintained at a uniform level by the use of a 

35 conventional level control circuit (not shown) in the form of a negative feedback loop. The control voltage V c 
to be applied to the amplifier 1 1 is determined by microprocessor 4 in response to a request received from 
a base station to increase or decrease the output power of the transmitter. A set of values indicative 
respectively of the set of control voltages to be applied to the amplifier 1 1 are stored in EEPROM memory 

12. The values stored in the memory 12 are used by the microprocessor 4 to apply an appropriate signal to 
40 a digital-to-analogue converter (DAC) 13 which in turn applies the appropriate control voltage V c to the 

amplifier 11 in accordance with the following table (Table 1), which shows the standard power levels for a 
class 4 portable unit in the TACS and AMPS systems: 
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TABLE 1 

Standard Subsidiary V c dBm Output 

Power Power /V Power 

Level Level 

0(1,2) 

0+ 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 







/row 


2.73 


28 


600 


2.35 


26 


400 


1.97 


24 


251 


1.52 


20 


100 


1.22 


16 


40 


1.04 


12 


16 


0.90 


8 


6 



Hence when the transmitter is operating at power level 4. for example, the control voltage V c applied to 

25 amplifier 11 is 1.52V and the output power is 100mW. If the base station requests an increase in power 
output the microprocessor responds by reading the adjacent appropriate power level value stored in 
EEPROM 12 and applying an appropriate signal to DAC 13. Accordingly the DAC 13 applies a control 
voltage of 1.97 volts to the amplifier 11 and the output power is increased to 251 mW. The transmitter is 
now operating at power level 3. If a request for a further power increase is made the transmitter would 

30 ordinarily step up to power level 0. (It is noted that in a class 4 portable unit levels 0, 1 and 2 are not 
differentiated). At this level the control voltage V c applied by DAC 13 is increased to 2.73V and the output 
power is accordingly increased to 600mW. 

It can be seen from the table that the standard power levels specified in the TAGS and AMPS systems 
are spaced apart by 4dB. Each level has a tolerance margin of +2dB/-4dB. Thus an actual power output 

35 falling within +2dB/-4dB of the nominal value will be regarded by the system as within tolerance and 
therefore transmitting at the requested level. The present invention exploits this by setting a subsidiary 
power level 0 + between the standard power level 0 and standard power level 3, as shown in the table. In 
an embodiment implemented by the Applicant the power level 0+ was chosen to be 2dB below standard 
power level 0. The corresponding control voltage applied to amplifier 1 1 is 2.35 and the output power value 

40 is 400mW. Clearly the power saving between standard power level 0 and the subsidiary power level 0+ is 
200mW which will save appreciable battery current and hence extend the call time with a given battery. The 
microprocessor 4 will always select from EEPROM 12 the appropriate value to enable the subsidiary power 
level 0+ in preference to the standard power level 0 when the user has selected the battery save option in 
accordance with the procedure described above. On the other hand the microprocessor 4 will select from 

45 EEPROM 12 the appropriate value to enable the standard power level 0 when the user has turned the 
battery save feature off in accordance with the procedure described above. Thus it will be seen that when 
the transmitter is operating at power level 3 and the base station requests an increase in output power from 
the telephone, the next power level which is enabled will depend on whether or not the battery save mode 
has been selected by the user. 

so In a modified embodiment the quality of the signal received by the portable telephone may be 
monitored and if the quality f*lls below a predetermined threshold while the transmitter is operating at the 
subsidiary power level 0 + the battery save mode is automatically disabled. The control voltage V c applied 
to the amplifier 11 is therefore changed to 2.73V and the output power is consequently increased to the 
maximum level of 600mW. In one arrangement the standard power level 0 will then remain permanently 

55 enabled (i.e. the battery save mode will remain disabled) until such time as the battery save mode is 
manually re-enabled by the user. Alternatively, assuming the battery save mode has been manually 
selected, the telephone will automatically revert back to transmitting at the subsidiary power level 0+ when 
the received signal quality exceeds the threshold level. In other words, once the battery save mode has 
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been manually selected, the output power at the maximum level may be switched automatically between 
the standard power level 0 and the subsidiary power level 0+ depending on the quality of the received 
signal. Suitably it may be the strength of the received signal which is monitored. The quality of the signal 
received by the telephone is assumed to correspond with the quality of the signal transmitted from the 

5 telephone and received by the base station. If the quality of the signal received by the telephone 
deteriorates it is likely that the quality of the. signal transmitted by the telephone has similarly deteriorated 
when it is received by the base station. 

In an alternative embodiment subsidiary power levels may also be provided at one or more of the lower 
power levels such that when the battery save mode is selected the respective subsidiary power level will be 

70 enabled in preference to the standard power level resulting in generally reduced power consumption and, 
therefore, extended battery life. However, it can be seen from the table that the power saving at lower levels 
is less significant because, in absolute values, the power levels become progressively closer together 
towards the lower levels. Moreover, there is a risk that if the power output at a lower level is reduced the 
base station will request the telephone to step up to the next power level and consequently the advantages 

75 of the subsidiary power level will be lost. At the maximum power level 0, the transmitter cannot by definition 
step up to a higher level and therefore maximum advantage is likely to be achieved by implementing the 
subsidiary power level in associated with the maximum power level. 

In view of the foregoing description it will be evident to a person skilled in the art that various 
modifications may be made within the scope of the present invention. 

20 

Claims 

1. A cellular radio telephone comprising 

25 a transceiver including amplifying means operable at one of a plurality of predetermined output 

power levels selected automatically in response to a signal indicative of a requirement for a change in 
level of the output power, and 

a voltage source providing a supply vojtage for the amplifying means, characterized by 

30 

means enabling the user to select the output power of the amplifying means from two different 
values for at least one of the power levels while maintaining the same voltage source for the amplifying 
means. 

35 2. A cellular radio telephone as claimed in claim 1 , including 

means for applying a control signal to the amplifying means whereby the output power is varied in 
accordance with the control signal applied thereto, and 

40 means for generating a respective first control signal for each of the plurality of power levels, and a 

second control signal for at least one of said power levels, 

wherein the output power selecting means determines for said at least one power level whether the 
first control signal or the second control signal is applied to the amplifying means. 

3. A cellular radio telephone as claimed in claim 2, wherein the control signal generating means includes 
memory means for storing values indicative of the control signals to be applied to said amplifying 
means, said memory means being adapted to store a respective first value associated with each of said 
first control signals and a second value associated with said second control signal. 

4. A cellular radio telephone as claimed in any of the preceding claims, wherein a first one of the two 
selectable output power values substantially corresponds with the nominal value of the respective 
power level and the other selectable output power value is lower than said first value. 

55 5. A cellular radio telephone as claimed in claim 4, wherein the first one of the two selectable output 
power values substantially corresponds with the nominal value of the respective power level according 
to the system specification, and the other selectable output power value falls within the margin of 
tolerance permitted by the system specification for that power level. 
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6. A cellular radio telephone as claimed in claim 4, or claim 5, including means lor monitoring a parameter 
associated with a signal received from a base station, wherein the control signal generating means are 
adapted to revert automatically from generating the second control signal to generating the first control 
signal when the monitored parameter of the received signal falls below a threshold level. 

7. A cellular radio telephone as claimed in any of the preceding claims, wherein said at least one power 
level includes the highest power level. 

8. A cellular radio telephone as claimed in any of the preceding claims, wherein the output power 
selecting means comprise at least one manually operable key present externally on the telephone. 

9. A cellular radio telephone as claimed in claim 8, wherein the at least one key is adapted to be 
associated with at least one alternative function apart from output power selection. 

10. A cellular radio telephone as claimed in any of the preceding claims wherein the output power selecting 
means comprise means for selecting an appropriate one of a set of pre-set operating instructions 
stored in memory and indicated on visual display means. 

11. A cellular radio telephone as claimed in claim 10, wherein the operating instructions are indicated on 
the visual display means in the form of a menu. 
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© A portable cellular radio telephone (1) comprises 
a transceiver including a voltage controlled variable 
gain amplifier (11) operable at one of a plurality of 
predetermined output power levels selected auto- 
matically under the control of a microprocessor (4) in 
response to a signal from a base station indicative of 
a requirement for a change in level of the output 
power. A battery save mode can be manually se- 
lected which causes the output power at the maxi- 
mum power level to be reduced to a value below the 
nominal value of the maximum power level imposed 
by the system specification. Power consumption is 
thus reduced when the transceiver is transmitting at 
maximum power, and battery life is therefore ex- 
tended. The battery save mode may be selected 
from a menu which can be viewed on a display (5). 
The respective menu function can be accessed and 
enabled/disabled by using the keys (6a, 6b) on the 
telephone keypad (6). The selection and de-selection 
of the battery save mode may be accompanied by a 
legend such as "BATTERY SAVE ON" and 
"BATTERY SAVE OFF" on the visual display. 
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